
The FIRST® Tech Challenge (FTC®)  
(Ages 14 to 18; Grades 9-12)*

■■ �Provides affordable, accessible  
opportunities to compete head to head  
using an exciting sports model 

■■ �Offers high-school students a chance to 
develop strategy and build robots based  
on sound engineering principles

*May include 8th grade students 13 and older  
who are prepared to enter a high-school program 

How FTC Works

■■ Ages 14 to 18; grades 9-12

■■ Up to 10 students per team

■■ 2 to 3 Mentors per team

■■ �Teams use a modular robotics platform  
to conceive, build, and compete in a  
FIRST-designed game

■■ �Includes schools, home schools, 
after-school groups, churches, civic 
organizations, neighborhood groups

■■ Corporate Sponsors

■■ �Sports-like events with judges and awards

■■ Up to 48 teams per event

■■ Can be used in and out of the classroom

50 percent of FIRST 
participants are more 
likely to attend college

Twice as likely to go  
on to major in science  
and engineering

Three times more  
likely to specifically  
major in engineering

Young women in FIRST 
are four times more likely 
to expect to pursue science 
and engineering in college

Minority members of 
FIRST teams are more 
than twice as likely to 
enter the fields of science 
and engineering

Source: Brandeis University Study

The FIRST ® Tech Challenge:  How it works

w w w . u s f i r s t . o r g

What FTC Offers

■■ �Design, build, and program robots

■■ �Get hands-on programming and  
rapid-prototyping experience

■■ �Apply real-world math and science concepts

■■ �Document the engineering process

■■ �Develop problem-solving, organizational, 
and team-building skills

■■ �Learn about Gracious Professionalism™

■■ ��Compete and cooperate in Alliances  
at tournaments

■■ �Earn a place in the FTC World Championship

■■ �Qualify for almost $10 million in  
college scholarships

F o r  I n s p i r at i o n  a n d  R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y

FIRST Effects

2011 – 2012 Season Overview**

�May 4, 2011..........................  Online Registration Opens

September 10, 2011..........  Kickoff

November – March............  State and Regional Tournaments

April 25–28, 2012.............. � FIRST Championship/ 
 FTC World Championship Event

** Visit www.usfirst.org/FTC/ for the most up-to-date details.



For Inspiration and Recognition of science and Technology

w w w . u s f i r s t . o r g / c o n ta c t u s
6 0 3 - 6 6 6 - 3 9 0 6 

Get Involved!
Join or start a team in your area

n

Sponsor a team, event, or local FIRST program

n

Become a team Mentor or Coach

n

Volunteer to fill over 100 roles

200 Bedford Street   n  Manchester, NH 03101   n  USA

For information about FIRST ® in your area:
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