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FIRST FUTURE INNOVATOR AWARD DISCLOSURE FORM

To:
FIRST Future Innovator Award Applicant
Re:
Invention Disclosure for Review and Consideration

FIRST strongly encourages all teams to file for patent protection by filing a provisional patent application with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), before submitting for the FIRST Future Innovator Award.
Additional information regarding provisional patent applications can be found at www.uspto.gov as well as in the guidelines available through the FIRST Future Innovator Award website (http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/future-innovator-award)
Once an idea is shared through submission for this award, patent protection can only be sought in the United States and cannot be sought in any other jurisdiction, unless a provisional patent has been filed before submission.

This is a form for disclosing ideas and inventions to FIRST for FIRST Future Innovator Award consideration. This form may be used before experimental work has been done.  While some of the requested information may not be available at this time, please include as much information as you can about the invention.  Please attach additional information if necessary.
All information should be consolidated in to a single file and submitted by the deadline via email to futureinnovator@usfirst.org
1. TEAM NUMBER:  FRC NO: __________ FTC NO:___________


2. DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF THE INVENTION

3. INVENTION APPLICABILITY/PROJECT INFORMATION

(a)
State the problem to be solved and the significance of the invention.

(b)  
List any references such as patents, journal articles, websites, or other information related to the invention.

(c)   
Is this invention an improvement of an existing product/process? 
4. DESCRIPTION AND USE:

(a) Describe the invention in as much detail as possible, including what you think is inventive, and a description of a working prototype, if any.  Please supplement when possible by attaching sketches, engineering drawings, pages from lab books, photographs and any other supporting documentation.   Supporting documentation should be placed after the list of inventors on this form.  All documentation (including this form) should be incorporated in a single file and emailed to: futureinnovator@usfirst.org.  In addition, a 3 minute video detailing the invention may be submitted.  The video should be factual in nature and shall not include music or fanciful editing.  
i. We are attaching _____ additional pages to this form. Additional pages should be incorporated within this document, in a single package.
ii. Do you wish to submit a video along with this written documentation?
___ YES ___ NO
If ‘YES’, please enter your email address here: ______________________

You will receive a separate email with formatting and uploading instructions.
5. DISCLOSURE OR USE  
(a)
Has the invention been described orally or in writing or shown to persons outside of your FIRST team or a representative of US FIRST? Have samples or drawings been submitted to such persons?  


____ YES    ____ NO


Please state the names of such persons and the place and date that the invention was disclosed to them.

(b)
Has the invention been made available to the public at a US FIRST event?


____ YES    ____ NO


Date first made available to the public: ________________
6. DATES OF INVENTION

(a) Date when the invention was first conceived by the inventor(s): 

_______________________
(b) Date of first working example of the invention (if any): _____________________

Submitter(s)/Possible Inventor(s): (attach additional sheets if necessary) Inventors are determined according to who “came up with the idea,” that is, the person or persons who thought of the solution.  Alternatively, an inventor may be someone who made necessary “improvements upon the original idea”.  Inventors are not those who reduced the invention to practice, i.e. build the prototype etc. (The whole team should not be listed as inventors, unless every team member participated as indicated above.)

	Inventor #1
	Name:
    
	Team Number:
   
	Date:

   


	Inventor #2
	Name:
   
	Team Number:
   
	Date:

   


	Inventor #3
	Name:
   
	Team Number:

   
	Date:

   


	Inventor #4
	Name:
   
	Team Number:
   
	Date:

   


	Inventor #5
	Name:
   
	Team Number:
   
	Date:

   


	Inventor #6
	Name:
   
	Team Number:
   
	Date:

   


Supplemental Documentation
Include any supplemental documentation/drawings/photographs/etc. here.  You may expand this section to several pages if you wish:


YOUR DUTY OF GOOD FAITH AND CANDOR TO THE PATENT OFFICE

RELATING TO ANY U.S. PATENT APPLICATION
A patent is affected with a public interest by its very nature. The public interest is best served when the most effective patent examination occurs.  U.S. law provides that (1) each inventor, (2) attorney who prepares or prosecutes a patent application, and (3) every other person substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing with the Patent Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Patent Office all information known to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. Your duty does not include a requirement to conduct a patentability search, but if you have conducted a patentability search, the results of that search may be material.  The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the claim is cancelled, withdrawn from consideration, or finally abandoned. 

Information is material to patentability when (1) it establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim, (2) refutes or is inconsistent with a position the inventors take in opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or (3) refutes or is inconsistent with an argument of patentability made by the inventors.  Additionally, (4) information tending to show a claimed invention might not be enabled can be material.  A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the entire patent application, and before consideration is given to evidence that establishes a contrary conclusion of patentability.

The duty to disclose all material information is satisfied (at least) if all information known to be material to patentability was submitted to the Patent Office (by the inventors’ patent attorney) as mandated by Patent Office regulations. 

A U.S. patent will not be granted on a patent application connected with which actual or attempted fraud on the Patent Office, or if the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Patent Office encourages all individuals associated with the preparation or prosecution of a patent application to carefully examine the information most closely describing the claimed invention to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Patent Office.
For FIRST Use Only


DF No.: _____________     Team No.______________


FRC Team □ FTC Team □  


Submission Category: ___________________________


Date Received: _________________





CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED





Note on the information below: When dealing with legal documents, you will often be exposed to language such as this.  In this case, the language indicates you have a ‘duty of disclosure’ regarding information about your invention.   The legal language can sound very intimidating, but the meaning is pretty straightforward once you get down to key elements.  If you go forward with the patenting process with your invention, you can expect to see lots of information like this.











